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Demand for urban living created a host
of downtown condominium projects in the
past few years, particularly in neighbor-
hoods such as Little Italy, where young
couples and singles flocked to own a piece
of property in a popular spot.

The San Diego Business Journal’s newly
released list of Largest Downtown Con-
dominium Projects features about 2,000
units built this decade in the city’s 92101
ZIP code.

While much of the construction has
quieted since the downfall of the resi-
dential real estate market, downtown’s
skyline remains forever changed by these
condominium developments.

The list, featuring data provided by Co-
Star Group Inc. and the projects’ Web sites,
shows the 10 biggest downtown dwellings
based on square footage of the buildings.

Some of the super-sized condominiums
listed come complete with entertainment
lounges, fitness rooms and underground
parking structures, all included in the
overall measurements.

Ranking No. 1 on the list is Bayside
Condos, developed by Bosa Development,
the only project on the list built this year.
The project, which totals nearly 2 million
square feet, includes 241 units with access
to an on-site wine tasting lounge, pool,
fitness club and entertainment facilities.

Located along the Embarcadero,
Bayside represents the kind of demand
developers thought would last well into

to La Vita, a 304-unit complex that rises
22 stories high along West Beech Street.
The nearly 1.2 million-square-foot com-
plex was completed in 2005. Today, two-
bedroom units for sale are listed between
$465,000 and $659,000. It ranks No. 3 on
the list.

In the No. 4 spot is Aria, an Anka
Property Group development located at
the top of Cortez Hill near Balboa Park.
The 23-story, 137-unit complex, completed
in 2008, features 1,300- and 1,600-square-
foot floor plans. The complex measures
about 707,000 square feet overall and
includes outdoor terraces, fitness facilities
and a club room.

Rounding out the top five is Discovery
at Cortez Hill with some 662,000 square
feet. Miller Four Properties LLC owns the
199-unit, 19-story building developed by
Bosa Development California Inc.

Ten Fifty B, an East Village develop-
ment featuring affordable housing, is the
only project on the list still under construc-
tion. The project, expected to feature 229
units and approximately 256,000 square
feet, is scheduled to be completed in time
for next summer. It ranks No. 9 on the
list. Stanley and Marilyn Smiedt own the
building, while Affirmed Housing Group
Inc. is serving as the developer.

The smallest project on the list, Barratt
American’s Metrome, was built at the
height of the building craze four years ago
in the then up-and-coming East Village.
The complex, which features underground
parking, a fitness room and a clubhouse,
ranks No. 10 on the list with almost
181,000 square feet. The eight-story build-
ing, owned by the Deroos Family Trust and
located in the ballpark district, includes
184 studios and one- and two-bedroom

condos.
— Heather Chambers



